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Obtreéatio et livor pronis auribus accipiuntur , quippe adulationi fadum cri- 


men fervitutis, malignitati falfa {pecies libertatis ineft. 
Tacitus. 


SATURDAY, Ful 18th. 


Briton, fhould be forry to fee this king- 
» dom ruled by a Scotch adminiftration. How 
4) far the natives of North Briton have a right to 
@ fhare in the miniftry, is another queftion : but 
6) furely the King has an indubitable right to 
“, chufe his minifters from among any department 
23 of his own fubjeéts, whether born in Scotland, 

Ireland, Wales, or America. 

As I wifh that England may never be governed by a Scotch ca- 
bal, fo 1] hope I thall never live to fee again the adminiftration of 
Great Britain totally engroffed by one perfon, or one party, It 1s 
impoflible that any one minifter can properly manage the vaft va- 
riety and complication of affairs that conftitute the external and in- 
ternal policy of this great and important nation. It is fcarce pof- 
fible to find one man whom the poffleffion of fuch power and 
influence would not intoxicate to a very dangerous degree of 
pride, infolence, and intractability. bas 

We all remember a very extraordinary tranfaction in the late 
reign, when a fierce rebellion had broke out-in the extremity of 


the ifland ; when the infurgents, headed by a pretender to the 
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crown, had defeated a body of regular forces, and penetrated into 
the very bowels of South Britain; when the whole nation was 
overwhelmed with fear, and the public credit feemed to depend 
upon nothing fo much as upon the unanimity and vigour of the 
King’s councils. At that very delicate and hazardous conjuncture, 
when the Sovereign prefented the feals to a nobleman of diftin- 
guithed ability, upon whofe fidelity and attachment he had the 
moft perfect reliance ; the two brothers who had hitherto engrof- 
fed the whole machine of government, being averfe to this affo- 
ciate, whofe fuperior talents they dreaded, and enraged that the K—g 
fhould pretend to encroach upon their monopoly of adminiftration, 
came, attended by all their adherents, and offered fuch an infult to 
their Prince, as, I believe, ftands unparalelled in the records of this 
hiftory. They threw up their places in difdain, leaving the bu- 


‘finefs of the nation at a ftand, and diftrefling the hands of go- 
~ vernment in fuch amanner, by their defection, that the K— was 


fain to facrifice his favourite fervant to their animofity, and receive 
them again upon their own terms. I fhould be glad to know 
in what manner they could have more effectually aflifted the caufe 
of the Pretender, unlefs they had declared for him openly, and en- 
lifted themfelves under his banners. Had they joined him perfo- 
nally, they could not have ferved him fo well; for, in that cafe, 
they would have embarraffed his councils, and haftened on his 
final ruin, by their blundering and timidity. ee 

Ir was but the other day, thata m—r, in the midft of a rui- 
nous G—n war, which he had rafhly entailed upon his country, 
when the profpect from that quarter appeared dark and gloomy, 
and the eyes of the people began to be opened, fo as to perceive 
the dreadful precipice, to the brink of which they were driven— 
It was this very ticklifh occafion which he pitched upon to mani- 
feft the plenitude of his power, even in oppofition to his S n, 
and to eftablith an uncontroulable tyranny on the neck of compe- 
tition. He fuddenly propofed in C—], that we fhould, without 
adequate provocation, or further enquiry, run headlong into ano- 
ther expenfive war. When he found himfelf almoft fingle in this 
opinion, and the K—g himfelf condefcended to fignify his difap- 
probation of fuch a precipitate and dangerous meafure; he treated 
his fellow-c——rs with the moft fupercilious contempt: he paid 
no regard to the mild and fenfible remonftrances of his S—=n ; 
but dathed the {—Is from him with all the infolence of indigna- 
tion ; and after having accepted of a penfion from the P——ce he 
hed fo icandaloufly deferted, had the prefumption to declare in 
public, that he refigned his place, becaufe he could not rule the 
nation with abfolute authority. 

He imagined the crown would, asin the cafe of his predeceffor, 
truckle to the petulance of his humour, and compliment him with | 
a carte blanche for his future adminiftration; that his R—! and 
indulgent Maifter fhould ** Bend 
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Bend low, and in a bondman’s key 
** With bated breath, and whifp'ring humblenefs, 

© Say this,—Fair Sir, ’tis true] am your ; 

** What then? no reafon fure that I thould ufe 

‘« The fenfes heaven hath lent me, or prefume 

* To argue ’gainft the opinion you efpoufe, 

« Ev'n tho’ my kingdom were at ftake—pray, pardon 
This rath attempt—refume the reins—henceforth 
*“] ama Thing of wax which you, fair Sir, 

** Shall mould at pleafure — all my counfellors 

*¢ Shall fit like dumb dogs in your worfhip’s prefence, 
** Or open in your cry——.” 

‘He thought, perhaps, when he quited the council-chamber, 
that all the officers of ftate would have followed at his heels; . 
that all the different departments of covernment would be left in 
confufion ; that popular clamour would be raifed to a higher pitch 
than ever; and that, as it happened on a former occafion, he 
would be brought back in triumph to the cabinet. But, he did 
not confider that times were greatly altered fince his laft exalta- 
tion; that the Prince who now wields the {cepter, is a.native Bri- 
ton, with a true Britifh heart, whofe throne is eftablifhed in the 
affections of his people; a Prince who difdains to rule by corrup- — 
tion or cabal ; whe has no partialities to biafs him, no foreign 
prejudices to gratify ; who underftands the true intereft of his 
kingdom, and will purfue it invariably; who has fenfe to diftin- 
guifh with his own eyes, and vigour of mind to act according to 
his own judgment; who, con{cious of his own internal rectitude, 
fears no faction, and heeds no flander ; whofe fpirit will not brook 
the peevifhnefs of thofe fervants who grumble in the execution of 
their duty, nor fuffer any infolent plebeian to erect a dictatorial 
chair upon the bafis of his throne. 

Turse circumftances feem to have been overlooked by our po- 
litical alchymift, in the article of projection. He withdrew as 
quietly as alord mayor, when his year of magiftracy is expired. 
Not a figh was uttered, nora tear fhed at his retreat: the wheels 
of government continued to move, and the operations of war 

roceeded with unabated vigour. Inftead of making an irrepair- 
able breach or chafm in the council, he was followed but by one 
folitary peer, who threw many a long look behind, in hopes of 
an invitation to return. He, indeed, had not the fame caufe of 


comfort that fell tothe f{—y’s fhare. He had not fecured a pen- 


fion for himfelf and family; nor had he enjoyed the {weets of 
minifterial omnipotence. On the contrary, he had the mortifi- 
cation to find he had rafhly excluded himfelf from the court and 
confidence of a young Prince endowed with uncommon difcern- 
ment, upon whofe favour he might have raifed the faireft fuper- 
ftructure of honour and advantage. | HENCE 
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Hence his difappointment was attended with rage and diftrac- 
tion. He inveighed in private and in public againft thofe who 
refumed to take in hand the helm which his illuftrious b——r 
‘had abandoned. He employed emiffaries, who have not failed 
to mifreprefent their condu¢t, and revile their characters ; to cir- 
culate the vileft infinuations againft the perfon of his S n, and 
thofe whom his S—n moft efteemed ; to draw infamous paral- 


lels, confifting of 


Figures ill-pair’d, and fimilies unlike ; 


to feign incidents, ftart jealoufies, and practife every art of fac- 
tion to whet the {word of civil diffention. 
- ArTeR all thefe pains taken to light the torch of national dif- 
cord, he may repair to his villa, and from his temple warehoufe, 
fele&t a-new ftruéture to be dedicated to the concordia civium. 
‘There it ig to be hoped he will find a place for the head of the 
‘writer who calls himfelf North Briton, (Ido not mean his real 
head, as that and his body may be deftined to another fate) I 
mean a buft of him, to reprefent the united virtues of decency 
and candour. 
Tuis delicate ‘penman, in his laft Saturday’s effay, has, with 
, his ufual confiftency and regard to truth, endeavoured to frighten 
the mob with the bugbear of a Scottifh adminiftration ; and in 
the very fame page, laboured to prove that the two corner-ftones 
of this Scottith adminiftration are natives of South Briton. Two 
gentlemen, namely, Mr. F—x and Mr, G—G—lle, upon whom 
he has exercifed his irony with great fuccefs. With refpec to 
Mr. F—x, I never before heard it infinuated, that he had any 
partial affection for the Scottifh nation. His abilities as a mini- 
iter have been generally acknowledged ; and his political conduct 
was never called in queftion, except by the partizans of Mr, P—tt, 
during his conteft for power with that prodigious luminary. That 
Hi he has taken care of his own family, will not be denied; but, all 
a i thofe reverfions, about which fo great a clamour was raifed, will 
ae be found fhort of that penfion which hath been fo glibly fwallowed 
H hy by his great political rival. If then, he has unqueftionable abilities; 
; z if he has fente to fee his own intereft, and perfeverance to confult 
it without flinching, he will always find it his intereft to at as a 
faithful fervant to a Prince who has no intereft difting&t from the 
Bcd As toMr.G— G—lle, his morals, I apprehend, are unimpeach- 
Ae: i ed: that he refufed to refign, his own difcernment, his re{fpect to 
iis Sovereign, and his regard to his country, for any private 
views of family-advantage, will ever redound to his honour, in the 


opinion of every unprejudiced Briton. Mr, G—lle .does not fet 
wp tor a firtt rate orator: but he is aman of boufinefs, who un- 
derftands 
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derftands the nature and proceedings of a houfe of commons, as 
well as any other member of that afflembly, and is perfe@ly well 
acquainted with the detail of government. If I could wonder at 
any abfurdity that drops from the pen of the North Briton, | 
fhould be furprifed at his effrontery in attempting to ridicule this 
gentleman as the author of the A for the Encouragement of Sea- 
men. The bill was indeed brought in by Mr. G—ile, and fup- 
poted to be extremely weli calculated for the purpofes intended ; 
but, this bill which the North Briton condemns by the lump, 
without pretending to fpecify its defects, was patronized, fupport- 
ed, and carried through the houfe, by the great Coloffus P—tt, 
for whom he exprefles fuch implicit veneration, With the like 
honefty of intention, he might have fligmatized Mr. G—lle, for 
having planned and promoted the late act for laying an additional 
duty on {pirituous liquors; an aét which was oppoted by the all- 
perfect m—r, who, biaffed by his perfonal attachment to that emi- 
nent patriot of the plantations, fo much admired for his eloquence, 
fo warmly beloved for his liberality, wanted to fupprets the Britith 
diftillery by a total prohibition, Yes, to the private advantage of 
that wile, refpectable A——n, who deals in rum and molaffes ; 
he would have facrificed one of the moft important manufactures 
of Great Britain, the duty upon which, as it was deviled and 
ettablifhed by the fagacity and influence of Mr. G—lle, produces 
a clear annual revenue of four hundged thoufand pounds. 

Tuis, at leaft, was an inftance of merit, which would not have 

afled unhonoured, even by the North Briton, it he had retained 

the tmalleft regard for his patria, or revered in any thape the pfa- 
trias artes. ut, this accurfed Scotch adminiftration has thrown 
down all diftinétions; and the extremes of party have united for 
their common fafety. I would therefore, upon fecond thoughts, : 
humbly propofe to the right honourable perfonage, who admits 
his friends into the temple of immortality; that in his new Avdes 
concordi@, he would reprefent the coalition of the fugar and malt 
diftillery, under the figures of the Monztor and the North Briton, 
mixing up a drench of rum and geneva, to animate’ their under- 
{trappers to a more inflammatory pitch of defamation ; and this 
union may be diltinguithed by an infcription to the following ef- 
fe&t; part of which I have borrowed from the front of Mr. Ath- 
ley’s punch-houfe upon eLudgate-hill; Cocamus pro Bono 
PUBLICO. | 

Tue confcientious North Briton muft think the good people of 
England already as blind and undifcerning as he would wifh to 
make them, if he imagines they will {wallow his ipfinuation, that 
the pretent M—r is fupported by none but Mr. F—x and Mr. 
G——lle, or that thefe three gngrofs the whole adminiftration. 
No doubt, they will feverely feel the lofs of the d— of N e, 


whole fuperlative wifdom had fo long fuftained the Majefty of the 
| Britith 
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Britith throne, given vigour to the condud, and reputation to the 
councils of his S—n; whofe exceeding merit is fo pathetically 
celebrated by the chief emiffary of his grace’s quondam rival: 
but, neither the illuftrious P—tt, the ferene T—le, nor the ftupen- 
dous N—le, has {wept away one of his fellow-counfellors in his re- 
treat. Nota fingle member followed their fortunes : no conval- 
fion attended their removal. The two kings of Brentford were 
not more quietly depofed. The throne is {till furrounded, and 
the councils of his Majefly are upheld by the nobles of the realm ; 
the great officers of ftate; by the ablility and integrity of a Hen- 
ley, the genius, knowledge and experience of a Granville, the 
extenfive capacity and untainted probity of an Halifax; the fente 
and {pirit of a Talbot; the acumen ingeniz, penetration, and fire 
of a Townthend. I-might {well the lit of friends to the prefent 
adminittration, with «all the moft illuftrious names of the Britith 
peerage let me add of the Britith fenate, and challenge the 
North Briton to confront-it, with the catalogue of thofe who ad- 
here to his boafted: patrons; but, this would afford a diverting 
contraft, with which, I dare fay, he will never gratify the public. 


*.* The Tale is come to hand, and will be inferted in the next 
Number. 


( To be continued. ) 
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